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To regulate the Linen and Hempen Manufactures 
of Ireland. 



f ^(!EIR<ZE 3 [§) the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Preamble: 
Ireland, have been, and continue to be, of considerable im- Hempen 
portance to that part of the United Kingdom: And whereas the several Manufac-^ 
branches of industry connected with the said manufactures, have been i an d, hitherto 
hitherto greatly .promoted by the distribution of various .kinds of utensils ^edistribu- 
applicable thereto : tjon of va- 



And whereas it may be expedient that the Trustees of the said Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures, should be at liberty to apply a large portion of 
their funds to this purpose, as well for maintaining the said manufactures 
lo in the province of Ulster, as for extending the same, and every branch 
of industry connected therewith, throughout the provinces of Leinster, 
Munster, and Connaught, wherein great distress has prevailed : 



And whereas by an Act passed in the twenty-first and twenty-second Restriction, 
years of the reign of George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for prohibit- 2i,*2 G. s, 
15 “ ing the use of Lime in Bleaching, regulating Sealmasters of Linens, a s? in . st appro - 
“ encouraging the Home Manufacture of Ashes for Bleachers use, en- than 3^000°^ 
“ larging and rendering more commodious the Linen Hall in the City of 
“ Dublin, and other purposes therein mentioned,” it is enacted, That the one J rear » 
said trustees shall not grant in any one year, from the first of January 
20 one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, for wheels, reels and looms, 
more than the sum of three thousand pounds ; and that if any of the said 
trustees shall sign any grant or order, for a grant to a greater amount 
than three thousand pounds in any one year, as shall after the sum of 
three thousand pounds shall have been granted for that purpose, sign any 
25 further or other grant in the same year, for wheels, reels or looms, whereby 
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there shall be $ greater charge thipi the spin of three .thousand. pounds • 
occasioned in that year for such purposes, every such grant shall be null 
and void, and no receipt or voucher for the same shall be allowed in then: 
accounts ; nor shall any part of the money intrusted to them to promote 
the Linen and Hempen Manufactures, be applied to pay the same : a 

And whereas it is fit and proper that the said Trustees should have full 
power and authority to appropriate the monies annually granted' to them 
by Parliament, “ in such manner as shall appear to them most conducive 

to piomoteand encourage the said manufactures,” according to the 
terms and the true intent and meaning in. and with which such monies 10 
are annually granted, and it is therefore expedient to repeal the said 
recited clause; 

*e(n 8 mfo^fimtK 4 by The KING’S most Excellent Muan, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and it 
by the authority of the same, THAT the said clause, and every part ' 
thereof, be and the same is hereby Repealed, and rendered null and 
void ; any thing m the said Act to the contrary thereof in any wise not- 
withstanding. J 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after 20 

it shall and may 

be lawful for the said Trustees, and they are hereby authorized and 
empowered, to grant any such sum or sum's of money as tile said Trustees 
may think expedient, for procuring wheels, reels, looms or other utensils, 
to be employed and distributed in any manner they shall deem useful, 2" 
from time to time and at all times, and also in the payment of such 
premiums. and grants as shall appear to them best calculated to promote 
such manufactures, and otherwise to dispose of their funds in such 
manner as they shall think proper, for the encouragement of, the said 
manufactures. 

3R 

AND whereas the said Trustees have been from time to time em- 
powered, by Acts of Parliament now in force, to appoint sundry officers 
and servants, at certain salaries and allowances, towards enabling the 
said Trustees to execute with energy and effect the different trusts com- 
mitted to their care ; And whereas some of the offices held b, the said 
officers have been, abolished by. the said Trnsteos, and the duties of other 
officers have been thereby increased, and fortber and additional officers 
have in some cases become necessary by reason of the increase of the said 
manufactures : And whereas the said Trustees have sometimes found and 
may hereafter find it expedient to.employ iu Ireland, for a limited period 40 
and also to bring to Ireland from other places, and employ them for I 
limited period as aforesaid, sundry persons skilled in different branches 
of industry belonging to the said manufactures, but without making or, 
intending to make sucli persons a permanent charge on their establish- 
ment: And whereat doubts .have, arisen, whether the payment of such. 45, 

persons, 
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persons, so employed by the said Trustees, is authorized under the laws 
which regulate their powers ; HE it therefore Enacted, That from nml Trustee. 
" f,or the it shall and may lie lawful to the Said ffiSa'S. 

Trustees, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, subject, how- g*gd" 

5 cver to the conditions and restrictions hereinafter mentioned, to appoint 
from time to time, and at all times, in any mode or manner they shall 
think lit, all such officers and servants, and persons before described, as 
shall appear to tire said Trustees to be necessary or expedient for thc- 
purpose of carrying into effectual execution the trusts committed to the 
JO charge of the said Trustees, with such salaries and allowances as to the 
said 1 rustees shall seefn suitable, the same to increase from time to time, 
such increase subject to the conditions and restrictions hereinafter men’ 

Honed, or to diminish, as to the said Trustees seem fit and reasonable. 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That any appointment or Appomt- 
1 5 appointments of any such officer or officers, servant or servants, person or “a” 
persons as aforesaid, or of the salary or salaries, allowance or allowances, un,ess ui.de 
or any increase of the salary or salaries, allowance or allowances, to be paid “ ‘ i”ra" ? 
to them or any of them, shall not be valid and effectual, unless sucli 
appointment or appointments shall be made at a meeting to be held pur- 
20 suant to notice for that purpose, at which or more of the said 

Trustees shall be present. 

Provided also, and he it Enacted, That any appointment or appoint- ato'attlg*.' 
ments of any officer or officers, servant or servants, person or persons 
as aforesaid, or of the salary or salaries, allowance or allowances or any "SI™ I?' 
25 increase of the salary or salaries, allowance dr allowances to lie paid to ESl£° f 
them or any of them, made by the said Trustees, at any meeting to be tenalUi 
held for that purpose, at which or more Trustees shall be 

present, shall not be valid and effectual, unless a return in writing of such 
appointment or appointments, salary or salaries, allowance or allowances 
30 or increase of salary or salaries, allowance or allowances as aforesaid 
signed by the major part in nmnber of the said Trustees prfesent at sucli 
meeting, shall be laid before the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland, and Privy Council in Ireland, for the time being, 
by delivering the same at the office of the Clerk of the Privy Council 
35 days at the least before such appointment or appoint- 

ments shall be intended to take effect; and if the said Lord Lieutenant 
or ^ other Chief Governor or Govemore and Privy Council shall, within the 
sa,d days, signify to the said Trustees, in writing, their 

disapprobation of such appointment or appointments respectively, or any 
do of-'tbem, such appointment orappointments so objected to shall he of no 
force or effect. 



Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if the Lord Lieutenant orother A „ • 

Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, and Privy Council, for the time »l«"* 
being, shall not, within days, to becomputed from the day of deli- 

45 veryat the office of the Clerk ofthe Council, in manner aforesaid, such re- 
turn as aforesaid; signifying to the said Trustees, in manner aforesaid, their 
5 °°* disapprobation 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




if Lord Lieu- 
tenant shall 



Trustees may 
dismiss far 
neglect or 

conduct. 



Three Trus- 
tees must be 



•52 G. 3, c.52. 
Sums ex- 
pended by 
the Trustees, 
and disal- 
lowed by the 
Commis- 
sioners of 
accounts. 



may be al- 
lowed by di- 
rection of the 
Lord Lieu- 



if duly ex- 
pended in 
discharge of 
their public 
trusts. 



■( 4 ) 

■disapprobation of such appointment or appointments, the same shall, 
from the time of the expiration of the said days, stand in 

full force and effect, notwithstanding that such Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors, and Privy Council, shall not have signified 
any express approbation thereof. 5 

Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That nothing herein contained 
shall abridge or restrain, or be construed to abridge or restrain the power 
and discretion of the said Trustees, to dismiss from their service any officer 
servant or other person, appointed and approved of in manner aforesaid, 
who shall afterwards appear to have been guilty of any neglect or improper 1 0 
conduct in their employment, and to nominate such others in their stead 
as they shall think fit, subject nevertheless to the provisions aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That no act shall be deemed an act of the 
said Trustees, unless there shall be at the least of the 

said Trustees duly assembled by previous summons present at such act, 15 
and that the act of the majority of the Trustees present, not being fewer 
than at any meeting so assembled, shall be and 

he considered as the act of the said Trustees, and be good and sufficient 
for all purposes whatsoever ; save and except as herein before particularly 
mentioned ; any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 20 

AND whereas, the Commissioners of Public Accounts, appointed by an 
Act passed in the fifty-second year of the reign of King George the Third, 
intituled, “ An Act to provide for the speedy and regular Examination and 
“ Audit of the Public Accounts of Ireland, and to repeal certain former Acts 
“ relating thereto,” have from time to time since their appointment dis- 25 
allowed in the discharge part of the accounts of the said Trustees, several 
items of expense which the said Trustees incurred, apprehending them- 
selves to be authorized so to do, under the power and discretion vested in 
them by Parliament, by the several annual grants, expressed and directed 
to he applied in such manner, as should appear to the said Trustees most 30 
conducive to promote and encourage the Linen and Hempen Manufac- 
tures : And whereas, the time for exercising the power vested in the Lord 
Lieutenant to remove the said disallowances has long since expired, and it 
is expedient to make provision for discharging the accounts of the said 
Trustees from the said disallowances ; BE it therefore Enacted, That it 35 
shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland, for the time being, to cause and direct inquiry to 
be made into all such items, and also into any other items of disallowance 
made by the Commissioners of Imprest Accounts before the existence 
of the said Commissioners of Accounts, in such manner as such Lord 40 
Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors shall think fit; and if it 
shall be made appear to the satisfaction of the Lord Lieutenant, or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, on such inquiry, that the expen- 
diture of such sums so disallowed was not made by the said Trustees with 
any partial or corrupt or fraudulent intent, hut solely with a view to-exe- 45 
cute the trust reposed in them, faithfully and honestly for the promotion 

.and 
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and advantage of the manufactures committed to their charge, it shall 
and may be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland, to order by warrant under his or their hands and 
seals, that every or any of such items shall be allowed and brought for- 
5 ward, and allowed in the next account of the said Trustees ; any Act or 
Acts of Parliament to the contrary thereofin anywise notwithstanding. 

AND whereas it would greatly tend to the benefit of the Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, if the sale of Flax in Ireland, and the 
export of Flax therefrom, were placed under proper regulations: And 
io whereas the practice of dressing, pasting, staining, glazing and rubbing, 
and other practices and deceitful modes of preparing brown linens for 
public market, so as to give them a false appearance of thickness and 
quality, are highly injurious, and tend to render the said linens difficult to 
be bleached, to the great injury of the fabrick of said linens : And 
1 5 whereas, notwithstanding the several laws for regulating the linen manu- 
facture of Ireland, various subtle devices are from time to time practised 
and made use of to evade the same, and it is therefore expedient that 
regulations should from time to time be made to punish and .prevent the 
same, and that the said Trustees should from time to time be authorized 
20 and empowered to make such rules, bye-laws and regulations, as well to 
prevent and punish such frauds, as also all matters in anywise touching 
and concerning the said manufactures, as to them shall seem expedient 
and of advantage thereto ; BE it therefore Enacted, That from and after 
the it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 

25 Trustees, or any or moFC of them, from time to time, 

and at all times, to make and ordain such orders, bye-laws and rgula- 
tions, respecting the sale of Flax in Ireland, and the export of Flax there- 
from, as shall appear to the said Trustees proper and necessary, and also 
for the prevention of all such practices in preparing brown linens for 
30 market, as shall appear to the said Trustees to be injurious or improper, 
and also for regulating all other matters touching or concerning the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, and every branch thereof, or in 
any way connected with the said Manufactures, as shall appear to be re- 
quisite for the welfare of the same ; and also for directing, controling and 
35 regulating the duties and powers of the several inspectors and other per- 
sons employed by them to superintend the.said Manufactures ; and also to 
impose and levy such fines and penalties, for any and every breach of 
such rules, orders, bye-laws or regulations, not exceeding the sum of 
pounds for any such offence, as the said 
40 Trustees shall judge necessary or expedient, and that the said fines or 
penalties shall be levied and recovered as any penalties by any laws now 
in force relating to the said Linen and Hempen Manufactures are to be 
recovered; all which rules, orders, bye-laws and regulations, shall be as 
binding and conclusive to all intents and purposes, as if the same were 
45 expressed and enacted by this Act : Provided always, That such rules, 
orders, and bye-laws and regulations, or any of them, or any matter to 
be therein contained, shall not be contrary to any of the laws or statutes 
of this realm, or to this Act, or any of the clauses herein contained. 
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AND for the obviating and putting an end to difficulties which have 
arisen in the carrying on and defending criminal prosecutions and civil 
suits by the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland 
in their own name ; BE it Enacted, That all actions and suits to be com- 
menced or instituted by or on behalf of the said Trustees, against any 5 
person or persons, body or bodies politic or corporate, shall and law- 
fully may be commenced or instituted and prosecuted, in the name of the 
clerk or secretary for the time being of the said Trustees, as the nominal 
plaintiff for or on behalf of the said Trustees ; and that in all indict- 
ments informations and complaints of what nature or kind soever for 10 
fraud, upon or against, or for embezzlement, robbery of, or stealing the 
property of the said Trustees or the funds committed to their charge, or 
for any other offence committed against or with intent to injure or de- 
fraud the said Trustees, it shall and may be lawful to state the said pro- 
perty or funds to be the property of the clerk or secretary for the time 15 
being of the said Trustees ; and it shall be sufficient proof that such pro- 
perty or funds be the property or funds of the said clerk or secretary, if 
the same shall be proved to be the property or funds of the said Trustees ; 
and every offence committed with intent to injure or defraud the said 
trustees, shall and lawfully may in all cases be laid to have been com- 20 
milted with intent to injure or defraud the said clerk or secretary for the 
time being of the said Orustees ; and any offender or offenders may there- 
upon be lawfully convicted of any such offence ; and the death resignation 
or removal, or other act of such clerk or secretary, shall not abate any 
such action suit or prosecution ; and that in all such cases it shall not be 2 5 
deemed necessary to name the said Trustees individually, but it shall be 
a sufficient designation and description of them, to designate and describe 
them by the name of “ The Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manu- 
factures of Ireland and that such designation and description shall be 
as good sufficient and effectual, to all intents and purposes, a& if the said 30 
Trustees were a corporate body. 

AND for the remedying difficulties which have arisen in recoverin'* 
from packers, sealmasters and lappers, and their securities, the amount of 
the fines and penalties legally imposed on the said packers, sealmasters and 
lappers, by the said Trustees ; BE it Enacted, That in all complaints, in- 35 
formations, suits, civil bills or actions, made, brought, commenced or 
prosecuted against any packer, sealmaster or lapper, or their or any of 
their securities, a certificate of the clerk or secretary of the said Trustees, 
for the time being, under the hand and seal of such clerk or secretary, 
shall be taken deemed and adjudged full and sufficient evidence that such 40 
person is their clerk or secretary, and that the persons therein for that 
purpose named, were respectively and duly appointed packers, sealmasters 
or lappers, by the said Trustees, and had acted as such in the several 
matters in such certificate contained ; and that the person or persons 
therein for that purpose mentioned, was or were security or securities for 
such packer, sealmaster or lapper, respectively, and that the fine or fines, 
penalty or penalties therein contained, was or were duly and legally im- 
posed by the said Trustees, or a competent number of them, on the said 

packers, 
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packers, sealmasters or lappers, respectively, and that the person or per- 
sons in such certificate named as Trustee or Trustees (if any should be 
named) was or were duly appointed a Trustee or Trustees of the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland ; and that in all actions brought or 
5 be brought by the secretary of the said Trustees, against any packer^ seal- 
master or tapper, or their or any of their securities, upon any bond or 
bonds executed by them, or any of them, for or on account of any breach 
or breaches of any of the said bonds, in the not paying of any fine or 
fines imposed on any of the said packers, sealmasters or lappere, respec- 
10 tively, it shall not be necessary to set forth the cause or occasion of any 
such fines, or any of the proceedings whereby the same was imposed ; 
but it shall be sufficient, in every such case, to set forth the day on which” 
such fine was imposed, together with the amount thereof ; any law or 
statute to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

15 AND whereas doubts have arisen, as to the persons before whom 
certain complaints and offences against the laws made for regulating the 
Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland are to be heard° and deter- 
mined, and it is expedient that the method of proceeding for determining 
all such complaints and offences be uniform and clearly understood ; BE 
20 it therefore Enacted, That from and after all offences 

or breaches committed of or against any clause or article contained in any 
of the Acts of Parliament now in force, fbr regulating the Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, where the penalty or forfeiture does 
not or may not exceed in value the sum of 
25 pounds sterling, shall and may be heard and finally determined by the 
said Trustees for the time being, or any one or more of them, or by any 
one or more justice or justices of the peace for the county, or by any chief 
magistrate of any city or town corporate, where such offences or breaches 
shall be done or committed within their respective jurisdictions: Provided 
3 o always, That no such determination shall be made, unless sufficient and 
reasonable notice shall be given previously to the party complained of; 
and that all offences committed against any clause or article contained in 
any of the Acts of Parliament aforesaid, where the penalty or forfeiture 
shall exceed in value the sum of sterling, and shall not 

25 exceed pounds, shall and may be heard and finally deter- 

mined in a summary way by civil bill, by the assistant barristers in their 
respective counties ; on which civil bill the parties may be at liberty to 
proceed by process and appeal in the usual way, in the respective counties 
where such offences or breaches shall respectively be done or committed, 
40 or in the county in which the defendant or defendants in such civil bill 
shall live, at the option of the plaintiff ; or by the recorder of the city of 
Dublin, or chairman of the county of Dublin, for the time being, where 
such offences or breaches shall be committed in the county of the city of 
Dublin, or county of Dublin, respectively ; or in the said county or counties 
45 where the defendant or defendants shall respectively live, at the option of 
the plaintiff; and that the several assistant barristers, recorder and chairman, 
shall and may have full power and authority to hear and determine all 
such offences or breaches of said statutes, any Act to the contrary not- 
B 2 withstanding; 
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withstanding; and that if the recorder or chairman, or. assistant barristers, 
respectively, shall think it necessary that a jury shall be empannelled on 
the trial of such civil bill, a jury shall be returned instanter by the sheriff 
or sheriffs (for which such sheriff or sheriffs shall not receive any fee or 
reward) to try the same, and that the verdict given by such jury shall be 5 
final and conclusive to the parties in all courts of law and equity ; and 
that all penalties or forfeitures for offences or breaches done or committed 
of or against any clause or article in this present Act or any other Act 
contained, where the penalty or forfeiture does or may exceed in value 

pounds sterling, shall or may be sued for and recovered i o 
by suit or action at law, or by bill, plaint or information, in any of His 
Majesty’s courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer, where 
no essoign or wager of law shall be allowed. 
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And be it further Enacted, That in all actions or suits to be brought, 
commenced and prosecuted, for recovery of forfeitures or penalties for 
offences or breaches done or committed against any of the said Acts, 
where the penalties or forfeitures shall exceed the sum of 
pounds sterling, the same shall be laid in the county, or in the county of 
the city, or the county of the town, wherein such offences or breaches 
shall be committed, and no other. 



20 
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AND to the end that all such actions and suits may be determined by 
a jury of the county, or county of a city, or county of a town, wherein such 
offences or breaches shall be respectively done or committed ; BE it 
Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the several person 
or persons, and courts, hereby empowered to hear and determine the said 25 
offences respectively, to examine upon oath all and every witness and 
witnesses as shall be produced before them respectively, which oath 
they are hereby empowered respectively to administer, upon any com- 
plaint or information to him or them made of any breach committed of or 
against the said Acts, or any of them ; and to issue their executions or 30 
warrants respectively to the sheriff or sheriffs of the respective counties, 
counties of cities, counties of towns, and constables, requiring and em- 
powering him or them to execute the same, as in all other cases is usual. 



Defendants And be it further Enacted, That if any action or suit shall be com- 

menced or brought against any person whatsoever, for doing or causing 35 
general issue. t0 fog j one an y ac t matter or thing, in pursuance of any Act of Parlia- 
ment for regulating the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, 
or any branch thereof, or any thing relating thereto, the defendant or 
defendants in such action or suit shall and may plead the general issue, 
if judgment anc j give this Act and the special matter in evidence ; and if upon such 40 
o^pwfff be action, or in such suit, judgment shall be given for the defendant or 
nonsuited, or f i e f en( j a nts, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs therein shall become nonsuit, or 

discontinue 7 r . .* . . . . . , , - , 

action, double discontinue his her or their action or suit, that the defendant or defendants 
defendant. therein shall have eosts. 
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AND whereas by several Acts of Parliament now in force in Ireland, 
certain duties are prescribed to and for the sealmasters and lappers of 

white 
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white linen, appointed by the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen 
Manufactures of Ireland, and doubts have arisen as to what fine or fines, 
penalty or penalties, said sealmasters or lappers of white linen are in 
several cases liable, for acting contrary to the said Acts of Parliament, 
5 or by or before whom such fine or fines, or penalty or penalties, is or are 
to be recovered ; BE it therefore Enacted, That in all cases whatsoever, 
wherein any sealmaster of lapper of white linen in Ireland, shall act con- 
trary to any of the regulations in any such Act or Acts specified, he 
shall for every such offence forfeit such sum, not less than 
i o nor exceeding except where the same is otherwise 

particularly enacted, as the person or persons empowered to determine 
such offences shall upon the circumstances of the case adjudge and 
determine ; and that all such fines and penalties shall and may be 
recovered before the several persons by this Act empowered to hear and 
^5 determine all offences against any of the laws for regulating the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, according to the amount of such 
fine or fines, penalty or penalties respectively; except where the same is 
otherwise particularly enacted by any Act now in force. 

Provided always, aud be it Enacted, That this Act, or any clause or 
20 thing therein contained, shall not be deemed to take from the Trustees of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufactures any power of imposing any fine or 
fines upon any sealmaster or lapper of white linen, or upon any officer 
or officers appointed or to be appointed by them, for any fraud, mis- 
behaviour, or neglect in their respective offices, which the said Trustees, 
25 or any or more of them, are by any law now in force, 

authorized to impose. 
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AND whereas the several Acts of Parliament now in force, for regu- Power to 
lating the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland, linens are de- trusts to 
dared to be forfeited, in sundry cases in the said Acts specified, and it is 
30 nevertheless doubtful in such cases, whether any inspector general or cases where 

inspector of linens, or other person, is by law empowered to seize said toTorfeiture' 

linens ; BE it Enacted, That in all cases, where by any Act of Parlia- 
ment, any piece or pieces, or any part of a piece of linen or hempen 
cloth is or are declared to be forfeited, it shall and may be lawful to 

35 and for any inspector general or inspectors of linens in his district to 

seize the same, and to dispose thereof according to law. 
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